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Crop Wild Relatives in the UNEP/GEF CWR Project Countries

An overview of the situation of crop wild relatives in the partner countries of the
CWR Project: Armenia, Bolivia, Madagascar, Sri Lanka and Uzbekistan.

BOLIVIA

Bolivia is home to roughly 20,000 species of plants and
more than 2600 species of vertebrates; it is a country
rich in biological diversity and lies within one of the
world’s centres of crop domestication for potato, sweet
potato, maize, peanut, cassava, cotton, tobacco, cocoa
and peppers. The country recently published the ‘Red
Book of the Crop Wild Relatives of Bolivia ‘Libro Rojo de
Parientes Silvestres de Cutlivos de Bolivia’, as well as an
atlas on existing CWR. The biodiversity of Bolivia is un-

der threat from;

* increased substitution of crops and native varieties
by introduced crops and varieties of more market
value;

« insufficient land for livelihoods production;

* weak traditional knowledge regarding marketing of
genetic quality seeds; and

» climate change and its effects on ecosystems and
habitats, as well as rural economies.

National Project Websites

Armenia:
Bolivia:
Madagascar:
Sri Lanka:

Uzbekistan:
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UZBEKISTAN
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Despite the existence of protected areas, CWR are un-

der threat as a result of two main factors

The heavy rate of deforestation due to develop-
ment projects, village expansion and settlement

Selective felling of trees for timber and removal
of plant species, particularly those with medici-

nal value.




