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In situ conservation of crop wild relatives in 
Armenia 

Armenia is one of the centers of the 

origin of wild and cultivated plants.  

The flora of Armenia is extremely 

rich and includes the species with 

big theoretical and practical value. 

There are more than 3,500 species, 

out of which 180 endemics. More 

than 400 rare and disappeared 

species are included in the Red Book 

of Armenia. 



Why in situ conservation and national 
inventory is important for Armenia? 

   High level of polymorphism, including  CWR 

 Interactions between different species is in 
place 

 Needs for phylogenic and genetic studies 

 Different seed species can be conserved 
(orthodox, recalcitrant, vegatatively 
propagated)  and data on them can be used 
in breeding and studies 

 An essentitial soure for adaptation to  
forecasted climate changes 

 



T. boeoticum Boiss. 

T. araraticum Jakubz. 

T. urartu Thum. ex Gandil. 

 
H. spontaneum C.Koch 
H. bulbosum L. 

H. glaucum Steud. 
H. murinum L. 

 

S. vavilovii Grossh. 

S. montanum Coss. 

  A.taushii Coss. 

  A.cylindrica Host 

  A. triuncialis L. 

   

Why in situ conservation and national 
inventory is important for Armenia?  
 
A great number  of  crop wild relatives, e.g.  “Erebuni” Ste Reserve 

H. maritimum Huds. 
H. geniculatum All. 
H. hrasdanicum Gandil. 

 

A.columnaris Zhuk. 
  A. trivialis Zhuk. 
  A. mutica Boiss. 

 



CWR in protected areas 

              

  
 
 
              

 

 

State Reserve 

1.  ,,Khosrov Forest,,  

2  . ,,Shikakhogh,,  

3.   ,,Erebuni,, 

 

National park 

 

1. ,,Dilijan,, 

2. ,,Sevan,, 

 

4-10 Sanctuaries 
 11-12 Nature parks 
 
 



Recent achievements 

•  Development and adoption of the «Strategy 
on the development of Natural Specially 
Protected Areas in Armenia and Action Plan» 
(2003-2010)  
•  Development  and approval by the 
Government of the management plans for 
“Sevan” and “Dilijan” National Parks 
• Development of digital maps and inventory of 
biodiversity  for two national pars 
•  Updated Armenian Red Data Book (2011) 



Armenia CWR Information 
System is available 

 

UNEP/GEF “In situ  Conservation  of Crop Wild 
Relatives  through Enhanced   Information 
Management   and  Field  Application” Project  
in Armenia has been spent in 2004-2009  

 

•  List of CWR species, wild edible plants 
•  Management plan for Erebuni State        
 Reserve  
•  Public awareness 
• Armenian CWR Information system  
 



Armenian CWR Information system 
 

 Includes: Name, common name, 
synonims, distribution, digital map, Red 
List assessment, current population trend,  
threats, conservation actions, utilization  

 For collecting data base: locality 
(administrative, latitude, longitude, 
elevation), biological elements (sex, life 
state, etc), collecting event elements 
(collecting date, collector name, collecting 
method), record level elements (catalog 
number, remarks)   

 

 



Armenian CWR Information system 

www.cwr.am 



Armenian CWR Information system 

www.cwr.am 



National Inventory in Armenia 
  

Passport data of 6337 

accessions are included at 

present in the National 

Inventory 

 

Passport data of 5780 

accessions are included at 

present in the EURISCO 

 
 



Accessions number by type in 
EURISCO 

N Name Code Quantity 

1 Wild WI 4538 

2 Landraces LA 866 

3 Cultivated CV 287 

4 Weeds WE 89 



State of the NI on farm 

   On-farm management related activities are 

limited because of the lack of stakeholders’ 

awareness concerning on-farm,  no any step 

toward on farm inventory is undertaken 

 



Needs and Priorities 

   Establishment of data base for in situ  

  Data base for landraces and old traditional varieties of 

crops including some information on traditional 

knowledge  

  Information exchange, technology transfer and 

capacity-building 

  Managing and conserving plant genetic resources on 

farm  

  The sustainable use of  plant genetic resources  and 

landraces and old traditional varieties on farm 
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