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Ecogeographical 

applications to 

facilitate germplasm 

conservation and use 

where resources for 

traditional 

characterization and 
evaluation are limited 



What is Ecogeography? 

The study of the adaptive scenario of a given individual, 
population or species through the analysis of biotic and abiotic 
factors that affect survival. 
 
The study of environmental effects on the distribution of living 
organisms 



List of possible applications in PGR 

 

1. Optimized germplasm collecting 

2. Detection of potential bias in previous collecting activities 

 

 

3. Identification and evaluation of protected areas for in-situ conservation  

4. Identification of suitable areas to establish genetic reserves  

5. Identification of appropriate sites for “on farm” conservation 

 

 

6. Identification of appropriate sites for PGR regeneration/multiplication  

7. Ecogeographical characterization of collecting sites 

8. Maps of genotypic, phenotypic and/or eco-geographical diversity 

9. Studies of the ecogeographical representativeness of the germplasm collections  

10. Establishment of ecogeographical core collections 

11. Environmental description of the germplasm characterization/evaluation sites  

12. Enhancement of phenotypic and genotypic germplasm analysis 

 

 

13. Improvement of documentation particularly regarding the georeferencing of collecting sites 

14. Facilitate the use of germplasm through eco-geographical information systems, which provide useful 

information for the parental selection  

15. Optimized utilization of germplasm. Focused Identification Germplasm Strategy (FIGS) 

COLLECTION 

EX-SITU CONSERVATION, CHARACTERIZATION AND EVALUATION 

DOCUMENTATION AND IMPLEMENTATION 

IN-SITU CONSERVATION 











Returns a file called TestTableAnalysis.txt 

 

Note: does not improve the quality of your data 

TesTable detects (and optionally corrects) problems and errors in your 
income tables, before using CAPFITOGEN tools. 



http://www.capfitogen.net/en/MCDpassportFormat_FAO_Bioversity_2012_modified.xls 

http://www.capfitogen.net/en/MCDpassportFormat_FAO_Bioversity_2012_modified.xls
http://www.capfitogen.net/en/MCDpassportFormat_FAO_Bioversity_2012_modified.xls
http://www.capfitogen.net/en/MCDpassportFormat_FAO_Bioversity_2012_modified.xls


GEOQUAL 

Evaluates the quality of the geo-referencing at a given 

collecting site indicated in passport data 

 
• Assigns a quality value to the passport data of a germplasm 

collection that include coordinates. 

• User enters the passport data in FAO-Bioversity MCPD 

format. 

 



GEOQUAL – quality of passport data 

40° 20’ 33.4’’ N 

03° 11’ 52.1’’ W 





ELC maps 

It allows the user to create eco-geographical land 

characterization maps (ELC), that reflect adaptive scenarios 

for a given species (or species groups) and a specific 

country or region 



Characterization of a territory 



ELC mapas tool results 

• Maps (which can be opened with DIVA-GIS) and tables describing each category. 



ECOGEO 

It allows to perform eco-geographical characterization of the 

geo-referenced collecting sites 



Process of ecogeographical characterization  

Characterization 

matrix : 

Rows: Germplasm 

identifier  

Columns: 

Ecogreographical  

descriptors 

passport 

Data (including 

coordinates) 

GIS 

Elevation 

 

Average Annual Temp 

 

Soil Organic Carbon 

 

Soil pH 

 

…. 

…. 

Y 

X 
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matrix 
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Cluster analysis - Ecogeographic characterization

hclust (*, "average")

ecogeodist
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Data analysis 



Representa 

Evaluates the genetic or ecogeographical 

representativeness of germplasm collections 



Representativeness based on ELC maps 

y 

x 

Coordinates of passport data ELC map of Cuba (from ELC mapas tool) 
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DIVmapas 

This application generates maps showing areas of high 

ecogeographic, phenotypic or genotypic diversity. 



Applied DIVmapas 

Number of collecting  

sites per cell 



Applied DIVmapas 

Map of  

ecogeographic 

diversity 



ColNucleo 

Obtaining ecogeographical core collections based on 

ELC maps 



What does ColNucleo offer? 
Starting with an ELC map  

(from ELC mapas tool) 

P 

C 
Sampling  

intensity 

10% 

15% 

20% 

… 

1000 

100 



FIGS_R 

Determination of subsets focused on traits of interest for 

breeders (Focused Identification of Germplasm Strategy) 



What does FIGS_R offer? 

FIGS_R characterizes ecogeographically the collection using the selected variables (ECOGEO) 

It uses up to three ecogeographical variables and performs a stepwise selection 

Annual Precipitation (primary variable) 

Edaphic clay (secondary variable) 

Slope (tertiary variable) 

40 

4 

Intensidad 

de  

selección 



FIGS_R characterizes ecogeographically the collection using the selected variables (ECOGEO) 

It uses up to three eco-geographical variables and performs a stepwise selection 

It selects entries from a range of values for each variable or a proportion of the distribution of 

values (e.g. lower 30%), in separate processes for each variable. 

 



What does FIGS_R offer? 

FIGS_R characterizes ecogeographically the collection using the selected variables (ECOGEO) 

It uses up to three eco-geographical variables and performs a stepwise selection 

It selects entries from a range of values for each variable or a proportion of the distribution of 

values (e.g. lower 30%), in separate processes for each variable. 

 

It can use an ELC map to try to balance the selection of accessions, taking the fraction of the 

distribution from each category 



32 

Result of predictive characterization 



Thank you 
 


